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By 990 Basil II had overcome internal rebellion and was
determined to destroy this dangerous Balkan kingdom.
After long campaigns, brilliant on either side, the Bulgarians
nearly achieving their age-long ambition of capturing
Salonica, at last Samuel's army was destroyed by the
Emperor in the defile of Cimbalongus (1014)'and the old
Tsar died broken-hearted.
Samuel's successors were unequal to the task of saving
Bulgaria. During their family quarrels Basil advanced and
conquered their country. By 1018 the whole Balkan penin-
sula was his as far as Belgrade and the borders of Dalrnatia;
and his grateful countrymen surnamed him Bulgaroctonus,
the Bulgar-slayer.
Those of the Bulgars whom he spared Basil treated wisely.
They were allowed to keep many of their local customs.
Their taxation remained taxation in kind at the same rate as
before. Their Slavonic Church was left to them. Their
Patriarchate was removed, and the Archbishop of Bulgaria,
the new head of the Church, was placed under the Patriarch
of Constantinople, ranking in the hierarchy after the
Patriarchs of the East. A Greek was almost always appointed
to the post. But in the less exalted ranks nothing was
altered; the Cyrillic liturgy kept alive both the Bulgaro-
Slavonic language and national self-consciousness.
The annexation of Bulgaria was followed by the submis-
sion of the eastern Serbian princes to the Empire. Their
vassalage was never very strict; Serbia developed along her
own lines. But politically and culturally the influence of
Byzantium was paramount.
Meanwhile Byzantine influence had triumphed elsewhere}
with even more far-reaching results. The Russians, like the
Bulgars, were a non-Slavonic people who had superimposed
themselves on Slavonic territory and had given their sub-
jects the organization that the Slavs so seldom managed to
achieve. In the course of the ninth century Swedish
adventurers, known to the Eastern world as Varangians or
the Russ, overran the districts round Lake Peipus and Lake
Ilmen, establishing their rule over the Slavs there and
extending it slowly down the River Dnieper towards the
Black Sea. In about 860 the semi-legendary Rurik founded